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There are 2 waves of mesodermal cells:
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Adrenal Medulla

ool Casds  , Acidofnlie

Origin: Neural crest = Neuroectoderm
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Neural crest cells migrate into the developing
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adrenal gland around the 7th week.
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They migrate toward the center — form the

medulla.
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They differentiate into chromaffin cells.

Chromaffin cells = modified sympathetic

postganglionic neurons:
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Lose their axons and dendrites.

Release epinephrine + norepinephrine into blood

instead of releasing them across a synapse.

They are stimulated directly by preganglionic

sympathetic fibers — ACh.

Therefore, medulla is controlled by the ANS, not

ACTH.




